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When Harry Truman says that the
Central Intellipenice Agency has been di-
verted from its original assignment and

that there is causc for worry, we worry, -
- gues that the value of the CIA is that it '

Mr. Truman created the CIA to coordi-

nate the intelligence functions of govern- .
ment and fo climinate duplication. Now -
that all has been thoroughly centralized,’
“the former President wonders if the re-

sulting Leviathan has neot appropriated
an exclusively executive function.

“It (the CIA). has beccome an opera-
tional and at times a policy-making arm
of the government. This has led to trou-
ble and may have compounded our diffi-
culties in several explosive areas,” Mr.
Truman writes. ,

ITas the CIA hecomc a policy- makmg ‘

force? Mr. Truman's complaint that the
agency is being widely interpreted as “a
symbol of sinister and mysterious foreign

intrigue” is certainly justified. Whatever,
has-

the CIA means to Americans, it
taken on cloak and dagger aspects to
many [orcign ohservers.

This is not in itself bad, Intc]hgcnce .
clandestine

is tough work, mean work,
work — even sxmster work. It has to be

done all the same, It is the CIA’s.job to

do this work, not to wm popularlty con- |
: . o the facts and nothmg, more,.

k:tcsts overseas
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The CIA's function, however, is [er- -
reting out information, not translating it
into action or policy. Allen Dulles, in :
his book “The Craft of Intelligence” ar- .

is not a policy making body and there-7
fore cannot fall into the error of trying to |
suit the facts to the policy. |

The danger is perhaps the reverse of -
this proposition: Given what it lakes to !

‘be the salient facts, can the CIA resist :

acting in a way lo set policy in Washing-
ton? Isn't it templed to use its fact-pro-
ducing apparatus to generate policy?’

. Harry Rowe Ransom in his study, “Cen-

tral Intelligence and National Security" -
reminds us that the danger is that a se-
cret intelligence operation can become “a’
vehicle for conspiracy or a suppressor of
democratic j
self-government,” ]

Mr. Truman and Mr. Dulles agree on |
one point: Only the president can see to~
it that the CIA docs not overstep its

" bounds, President Johnson is much closer *

to what is bappening now than either Mr. :
Truman or Mr. Dulles. He ought to make

‘the CIA’s business his business. He ought i,

to see to it that the CIA’s contribution to {
setting policy is gelting the facts,. just ;
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